
Jan 27, 2009

National Park Service

Dear  Park Service,

Thank you for accepting my comments concerning RIN 1024-AD72, the
National Park Service rule change for bicycling. I fully support the
proposed rule.

The categorical prohibition of mountain biking from trails in national
parks is unnecessary and unfair. RIN 1024-AD72, the National Park
Service rule change for bicycling, corrects this baseless
discriminatory policy.

National parks are set-aside for the public to enjoy. The right to use
each trail in a national park should be available to everyone unless
there is a specific unambiguous reason. The reason for closure should
be clearly indentified to allow for future mitigation.

Each national park is unique, with diverse resources, attractions, and
visitors. National Park Service personnel are skilled at selecting
appropriate trails for hikers, bicyclists, and equestrians. NPS staff
should be allowed to assess the needs of the public and impacts
specifically related to each individual park.
Mountain bicycling became popular over 30 years ago. Demographics
indicate mountain bicyclists are now a mature segment representing the
second largest trail user group in many areas. Mountain bikers are
prolific volunteers, conducting nearly one million hours of trailwork
on public lands annually and could help build and maintain
environmentally sound, sustainable trails.
Thank you for considering my comment.
Troy Braswell
30551 Palos Verdes Dr. E.
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275

Thank you for considering my comment. Bicycling is a wonderful way to
explore our national parks and I hope the proposed rule change will be
implemented.

Sincerely,
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